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For most of Canadian history, immigrants arrived in Canada 
by ship. From pre-Confederation through the 1960s, the ports 
of St. John, Halifax, Quebec City, Montreal, Vancouver and 
Victoria saw the arrival of millions of new Canadians. Of 
these immigration stations, only Halifax's Pier 21 has 
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opening day on March 8, 1928 to its closing on March 28, 
1971, this facility served as the gateway to Canada for over 
1 million immigrants. Staff and volunteers welcomed some 
forty-eight thousand war brides with their twenty-two 
thousand children, over three thousand British evacuee 
children, and tens of thousands of displaced persons 
following World War Two. 


In 1998, the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada 
designated Pier 21 as a national historic site. Following an 
extensive fundraising campaign, the site re-opened in 1999 
as museum celebrating the Canadian immigration 
experience. In addition to its exhibits, the museum contains a 
resource centre containing a variety of materials — videos, 
articles, books, photos and electronic databases — focusing 
on Canadian immigrants and immigration history. 
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